
 

Dear Parent or Guardian,  

 

     When you listen to your child read, what do you say when 

they struggle? Do you reply with, “sound it out?” Although 

stretching the sounds of each letter is a valid strategy, it is by 

no means the only one. I’ve included a reminder sheet of some of 

the other strategies we use at school for your student’s 

reference while reading at home. 

 

     I’d also like to caution you against immediately correcting 

mistakes. The goal is to get the students to monitor their own 

reading. When your child misreads a word, wait silently until the 

end of the sentence.  Give them the chance to say, “Wait, that 

doesn’t make sense. I should reread.” If they do not self-

correct, ask them if it made sense or, if they did substitute a 

word that made sense, to go back and reread. Often children 

can correctly identify the incorrect word.  Do not tell them the 

word but suggest a strategy instead.  As the year progresses, 

ask THEM to decide which strategy to try." Yes, this will make 

your reading session longer but remember the Chinese proverb: 

 

“Give a man a fish; you have fed him for today. Teach a man to 
fish; and you have fed him for a lifetime”—Author unknown 
 

Sincerely, 

"
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Cross Check 

 
 
 
 

Did the word you said 
look right? 
sound right? 
make sense? 

Rhyming Robot 

 
  
 
 
proud 
 
reminds me of loud 
and cloud. 

Use the Pictures 

 

“Oh, that word must 
be castle since I see 
one in the picture.” 

Flip the Sound 

 
 

a           
 

e  !!!!    
 

I        
 

O     

 

u     
 

C    

 

G     

 

Oo    

 

Ow    

 

_y     

Chunky Monkey 

 
Look for chunks you 
know. 
 
 
 

be-ing 
yes-ter-day 

Cover the Ending 

 

wanted 
 
 

Cover the -ed to 
focus on the base 
word want. Then add 
the -ed back. 

Skip the Word 

 
 
  
 
 

Read the rest of 
the sentence, then 
come back and try 
again. 
 
Sometimes there are 
clues in the sentence 
that can help you 
figure it out. 

3 sounds of –ed 

/t/  baked 

/d/  waved 

 

/id/  haunted 

Magic e 

 
 

 

 
 
 

She makes the vowel 
say its name but she 

stays silent. 

ecub

“u”!

When Two Vowels 

Go Walking … 

. . .the first one 
does the talk ing. 

meat 

“e”!!
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